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OUR VISION                                          

 Our vision is that every child in Kandale attains the right to 
quality formal and non-formal education and develops her or his 

full potential. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
Our mission is to promote equal access to education for all girls and 

boys through the creation of a safe and protective environment. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
 
The year 2018 saw some major developments for REVE Kandale Foundation that will 
have a lasting impact on the community of Kandale. 
 
We are grateful for the support of our generous donors and for volunteers such as Dr. 
Karl Klontz and David Whitford. Karl and David traveled to Kandale in October with 
several board members  and installed solar panels on the hospital maternity ward and the 
new multi-purpose education building that the Kandale community built with lightning 
speed. It is a reminder that progress, and development do not always travel in a straight 
line. 

 
REVE Kandale Foundation and the local REVE Kandale organization in Congo do not have a solar energy 
program per se. However, when Karl heard about our work, he committed to go with us to Kandale. The 
maternity ward was the priority, but Karl pledged that if we could complete the education building in time 
for the October trip, he would put three panels on the roof of that building as well. 
 
The motivation and spirit of the Kandale community to finish the building was impressive. With lights, 
students are now using the building for evening studies, and together with 40 new sewing machines we 
delivered, it has attracted students from surrounding villages to enroll in Kandale schools, particularly Lycee 
Gin’a Gisanga, the technical school. We are on our way to making Kandale the true center of education that 
is our vision. 
 
The education building aside, the work of Karl and David has made the maternity ward much safer for 
mothers giving birth at night. In fact, we witnessed the first baby born under the lights while we were there.  
 

 
The presence of the new education building also reminds us how one development project can connect with 
another to help one realize a dream.  The building was possible because we raised funds in 2017 for a 
hydraulic brickmaking machine that facilitates the brickmaking process. Moving forward, we plan to put that 
machine to use as we strive to build a modern complex of primary and secondary schools, beginning in 2019 
with construction of seven new classrooms at the Gufwa-Gubila primary school.  
 
At the risk of stating the obvious, none of this would be possible without the generous support of our 
donors. We sincerely hope you remain with us on this journey. In all our communications, whether in end-
of-year letters, fundraising appeals, or our videos, we try to make it clear how determined the people of 
Kandale are to improve the lives of their children. 
 
 
We are in this together. 
 
Greg Ramm, 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
REVE Kandale Foundation 

“We are on our way to making Kandale the true center of 
education that is our vision.” 

Greg Ramm 
Board Chair 
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OUR PROGRAMS 
 
              

Education 
  

 
 

An Overview 
Education is at the core of the mission of REVE Kandale.   
 
In 2018, we moved forward on several initiatives including the construction of a multi-purpose education 
building that will serve as a venue for state exams, a lending library, and a sewing center.  
 
To support the sewing program, 40 new sewing machines and sewing tables were purchased as well as other 
classroom materials.   
 
The new multi-use center is constructed with the clay and cement bricks produced locally by the brick 
machine that we purchased and put into operation in 2017.    
 
The new building allows students to take their exams in a more formal setting.  In addition,  the new space 
can accommodate a variety of gatherings, both academic and public, which previously had not been possible. 
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The Library 
 
Kandale, like many areas in rural Congo, lacks books. Most children and adults in Kandale go through life 
without having owned or read a book. Teachers rely on old notes to teach classes. REVE Kandale has made 
it a priority to set-up a first-ever community library in Kandale. We have collected and donated more than 
500 books that are improving learning and preparation of classes by teachers. More French-language books 
are still needed. 
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The Sewing Program 
 

 
 
 
Teaching real-world job skills is an important part of education in Kandale.  In 2018, with help from the 
U.S. embassy in DRC, the Association of Inter-Mennonite Missions, Days for Girls, and Heritage 
Presbyterian Church in Alexandria, VA, we delivered 40 sewing machines to revitalize the vocational sewing 
program at Lycee Gin’a Gisanga.   
 
Already, more girls are coming to enroll at the Lycee – a welcome development in an area where girls often 
are not encouraged to attend school at the secondary level.  The sewing program is a source of pride for the 
region. 
 

 

 
 
The sewing program training is offered 3 days per week: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 7.30am to 
5pm with a two-hour break. Where needed, training may extend into the night as the sewing program is 
housed in the newly built multi-purpose building, which is equipped with solar panels.   
 
  

“ Already, more girls are coming to enroll at the Lycee – a 
welcome development in an area where girls often are not 
encouraged to attend school at the secondary level.  The 
sewing program is a source of pride for the region.” 



 
 

 8 

Computer Training 
 

 
 
Kandale is beginning to move beyond the typewriter age. Now that three new solar panels have been installed 
on the multi-purpose education center, students can begin working with the new laptops delivered courtesy 
of Pfizer Inc.  We have begun to teach computer literacy training to the faculty members, an initiative that 
will pay important dividends in the future. 

                     Girls’ Dormitories 

 



 
 

 9 

In addition to constructing the multi-purpose building in 2018, we continued work on two of the 
girls’ dormitory buildings, installing additional mattresses and beds to accommodate the influx of 
girls.   

These structures have long been in a state of disrepair, but in 2017 we replaced the roofs and made 
other basic repairs to two buildings. Now they provide lodging for girls who come from far-away 
villages to attend local schools.  As of the end of 2018, we were able to accommodate 40 girls in the 
two buildings. 

 

There are two additional dorm buildings that are in need of rehabilitation, and we hope to tackle 
those in the coming years. 

Many other smaller additions have rounded out the contributions to the Kandale community in 
2018, including the construction of four new toilets, several blackboards and the shipping of 5 
barrels full of educational materials, and other diverse supplies. 
 
 

Girls and Women  
 
After the introduction and training for re-useable hygiene kits to young women in 2017, we followed up 
with another shipment of 100 kits in 2018. In addition, the arrival of 40 sewing machines for the sewing 
school enabled girls to begin making replacement inserts and pouches!  
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Days for Girls designed these clever kits and donated a total of over 400 to girls in Kandale.  The REVE 
Kandale Foundation provided the funds and labor to ship them to Kandale. Adult staff in Kandale have 
been trained to teach the girls how to use them. 
 
Families work hard and sacrifice much to send their daughters to school. These kits are key to girls’ ability 
to attend school through their menstrual cycles. 

 

Environment 
 

Tree Planting 
Since 2010,  the community of Kandale has continued to develop the surrounding area to expand upon its 
agricultural products and indigenous foliage.   
 
The region around Kandale along the Kwilu River produces a variety of crops, including cassava, millet, 
peanuts, beans, and many fruits such as bananas, mangoes, and pineapples. Food security is threatened, 
however, due to farming and hunting practices that engulf much of the savannah in fire every year. Wildlife 
that is part of the local diet has steadily disappeared. The fires also contribute to soil erosion.    
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In 2018, the community planted an additional 500 trees, expanded its natural spaces and harvested a wide 
variety of agricultural products.  The expanding forest is estimated to have 10,000 trees in total. 
 

 
Campaign Against Bush Fires and Abusive Logging 

 
REVE Kandale works closely with local village chiefs to educate community members about the negative 
impact of bush fires and the clear-cut removal of trees. These long-held practices have contributed to the 
loss of wildlife, insects, fruits, and other plants that traditionally played a key role in providing community 
members with a healthy diet.  Villages that demonstrate a commitment to environmental protection are 
recognized for their efforts. 
. 

Return of the Caterpillars 
In the years since reforestation of an area near Kandale began in 2011, a variety of trees and underbrush 
have flourished and been nurtured by local “forestkeepers.”  In 2017, the return of a long-lost caterpillar—
a nutritious and delicious staple of the local diet as well as a source of income—was a surprising and welcome 
sight.  
 
The only way to harvest any caterpillars had been to make a long and dangerous trip into one of the 
remaining forests. The caterpillars’ disappearance had been attributed to “witchcraft,” but residents now 
understand that it was due to deforestation.  They are excited to see the caterpillars return and appreciate 
the benefits of reforestation and protecting the nearby natural environment.  
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Youth and Sport    

 
 
In 2018,  REVE Kandale delivered a variety of soccer equipment including balls and nets which were 
donated by Kick for Nick and Dwight Short. 
 
Soccer is an excellent way to help encourage community spirit and help teach teamwork and cooperation to 
children.  A few minor inputs such as ball and air pumps can go a long way to improving the participation 
of children in organized soccer programs.  

 

REVE Kandale views soccer as an excellent way to encourage youth participation in the community and a 
way to bring youth together to teach teamwork and cooperation.  By supplying sports equipment to the 
schools, the children’s educational experience can be greatly enhanced. 

 

“REVE Kandale views soccer as an excellent way to encourage 
youth participation in the community and a way to bring youth 

together to teach teamwork and cooperation. ” 
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Solar Energy 

 
 
In October 2018, neighbors Dr. Karl Klontz and David Whitford of Bethesda, MD, traveled to Kandale to 
install solar-based lighting in two buildings. They installed the solar panels in the hospital maternity ward 
and in a new education building REVE Kandale built in 2018. These were the first two large buildings in 
Kandale to get lighting.  Before the installation, it was dangerous for a woman to have her baby during the 
night, and children had a difficult time studying after sunset.  
 
The solar panels and accompanying batteries now provide lighting at both buildings in Kandale. Staff at the 
maternity center can deliver babies under safer conditions. Lights at the education building allow students 
to study at night and residents to come together for meetings, social gatherings, and classes of different 
types. The board of Reve Kandale and the community of Kandale are deeply grateful for the contribution 
of Karl and David.  
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

Income 

 

Expenses 

 

RKF Fund Balance/Net Worth 
 

December 31, 2017 Starting Balance $1,072.00 

2018 Income $54,569.00 

2018 Expenses $52,413.00 

December 31, 2018 Ending Balance $3,229.00 

Individuals
64%

Government
7%

Religious 
Institutions

26%

Corporations
3%

RKF 2018 Income - $54,569

Individuals Government Religious Institutions Corporations

93%

5%2%

RKF 2018 Expenses - $52,413

Direct Program Support Fundraising Admin & Other
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RKF Income 2016 – 2019 
 

 
 
REVE Kandale Foundation takes great pride in ensuring donations are used for the intended projects and 
beneficiaries in the most efficient and effective way possible. We make it our goal to keep our overhead low 
in order to maximize the donor resources that go directly to on-the-ground programming in Kandale. 

REVE Kandale Foundation is committed to transparency in all aspects of operations and encourages you 
to review our financial statements and to contact us directly at info@revekandale.org for additional 
information.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
To request a printed version of the 2018 Annual Report, please contact us at: info@revekandale.org  
 

 

$3,455 

$29,604 

$54,569 

$75,000 

2016 2017 2018 2019 GOAL

RKF Income 2016 -2019
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Board & Team in Kandale 
 
Board of Directors 
Greg Ramm 
Colette Ramm 
John Sullivan 
Peter Lane 
Jennifer Paget 
Julie Martel 
David Dorfman 
Jean Maniania Nguya Kalemba 
Fred Marton 
Doug Schultz 
 
Team in Kandale 
 
Rev. Kikongo Delbert Baba  
Prefet Mwatha Kutumbuga Hubert Nvula-Ku 
Nono Mananashi Gatambwe  
Chef Katoko Donatien Mputu 
Nguya Devos 
Merveille Mahele 
Matayo Matthieu Kutumaka 
Elysée Nyongewa 
Tumba Katoko 
Mbavua Gibulu 
Prospère Makanda 
Bénoit Guhana 
Mama Jeanne Ndungo Lusambu 
Mama Jina Mwanamushi 
Tobele Kimwanga 
Kitoko Ginduwa 
Kabeya Masangu 
Doka Katoko 
 

Focal Point – Kinshasa & Europe 
Beleji Modeste Kashitu – Kinshasa, DR Congo 
Vitaline Nzoku-Yambe – Brussels, Belgium 
Paul Mayele Duval – Dijon, France 
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OUR PARTNERS 
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 97 01 Cedar Lane 

Bethesda MD, 20814 
202-774-0593 

www.revekandale.org 

  
REVE Kandale Foundation is exempt from tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code and 

qualifies for the maximum charitable contribution by donors. 
T A X  I D :  8 1 - 4 1 0 9 9 0 6   

 
  

http://www.revekandale.org/
http://www.revekandale.org/
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